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The following is designed for clinical providers in any setting: outpatient or inpatient care, emergency 
department, urgent care, and outside traditional clinical settings. These resources will address the rise in syphilis 
cases by sharing an algorithm for testing, which includes when rapid testing should be considered and resources 
specific for perinatal providers.  
 

Syphilis rates are rising dramatically nationwide and in Illinois.  A particular concern is the increase in 
cases of syphilis in pregnancy, which can cause long-term complications for the pregnant person. If 
untreated, syphilis can lead to congenital syphilis with infant sequelae, including developmental 
delay, blindness, deafness, and skeletal/teeth abnormalities. Congenital syphilis cases have 
increased by 211% in Illinois from 2018-2022. 
 

Benzathine penicillin is 98% effective in preventing congenital syphilis. 
 

We want to share two new resources with you. 

 
See the Syphilis Rapid Testing Algorithm to help determine when to test and treat for syphilis and the 
important role of rapid testing. The algorithm includes links to staging and treatment guidelines and information 
on FDA-approved rapid syphilis tests (rapid tests are treponemal specific, so they should not be used in patients 
with a history of syphilis as rapid test results will remain positive). 
 
See the single sheet flyer, Provider Updates on Perinatal Syphilis for perinatal providers with data on Illinois 
congenital syphilis cases, including a map of congenital syphilis cases by county and QR codes to link to the 
Illinois Perinatal Syphilis Warmline for clinical consultation, the Perinatal Syphilis Provider Reporting Form 
Outside Chicago  (link to report in Chicago),  CDC treatment guidelines, Traditional and Reverse Sequence 
Screening Algorithm, and a single page Staging and Treatment Algorithm.  
 
Thank you for your help in addressing the rising rates of syphilis/congenital syphilis and for increasing your 
awareness to have a low threshold for testing, especially when testing pregnant people in settings outside of 
prenatal care. 
 
Direct comments/questions to Maura.Quinlan@Illinois.gov. 

 

https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/publications/idph/topics-and-services/diseases-and-conditions/std/syphilis/syphilis-rapid-testing-algorithm.pdf
https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/publications/idph/topics-and-services/diseases-and-conditions/std/syphilis/perinatal-syphilis-provider-information.pdf
https://ilperinatalid.org/
https://redcap.dph.illinois.gov/surveys/?s=JATXF7JWMRTJ8PWJ
https://redcap.dph.illinois.gov/surveys/?s=JATXF7JWMRTJ8PWJ
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/cdph/provdrs/infectious_disease/svcs/reportable-diseases.html
https://www.cdc.gov/std/treatment-guidelines/syphilis.htm
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK368468/figure/ch1.f1/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK368468/figure/ch1.f1/
https://oeps.wv.gov/syphilis/Documents/LHD/Syphilis%20Staging%20and%20Treatment%20Algorithm.pdf

